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LETTEES OF EEV. SAMUEL THOMAS, 1702-1710. 

[On the 3d. of July, 1702, the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts appointed Eev. Samuel 
Thomas, of Ballydon, near Sudbury, England, its first mis- 
sionary to the Province of Carolina. A number of letters 
written between 1702 and 171.0 by Mr. Thomas to officers of 
the Society are still extant in the Society's collection of 
manuscript volumes. The following copies of those letters 
were made in London by the late W. Noel Sainsbury for 
Hon. John P. Thomas, Jr., of Columbia, S. C] 

[to eev. dr. bray.] 

Addressed .- For the Eeverend D T Bray 
att Chelsea near London. 



Eye 17. August 1702. 
reverend Sir, 

I had writt to you long since but your not 
obliging me hereunto when 1 left you made me think you 
did not expect it from me. I will take care to deliver the 
Box according to your Order if it please God we arrive at 
Charles Town. It is impossible to return the letter you desire 
by the Post by reason that the Box is fixed (as the Captain 
tells me) under some other Boxes and Chests that he cannot 
come at it til he unlade the ship, but if you please I will take 
care it shall not be delivered and may return it to you from 
Carolina if need be. 

I was at Sandwich with my Brothers 3. weeks and 4 days 
before the Brigantine came into the Downes and we have 
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been here 3 weeks on Thursday next the wind being contrary; 
it is very uncertain whether we shall stay till the next return 
of the Post, and if the wind be fair for us, our Captain says 
he will not put in at any other Harbour except Portsmouth ; 
if you please to direct a, letter to be left at the Post House 
there, probably I may have it, if we call at Portsmouth, I 
will certainly enquire at the Post House for it. 
Eevevend Sir, I return you my most hearty thanks for all 
your favours particularly for your letters to Carolina. I 
most humbly begg your daily prayers, my discouragements 
in this voyage are more than a few; our vessel is very mean 
and scarce fitt for the seas, and we are of no strength to 
defend ourselves, having no guns, nor above 7. or 8. men, 
besides passengers, nor have we any Convoy, so that in the 
judgment, of all considering persons, we are in eminent 
danger of being taken by the French; our Captain is a very 
ill-tempered and profane man, and is unkind to me; and 
tho' my passage will cost me more than ten pounds, yet will 
not lie allow me a cabin to lye in but 1 am forced to lye upon 
a chest and he and his men are so very wicked, that I think 
we have but very little reason to expect a preservation. The 
voyage is like to be very long, hazardous, burthensome and 
chargeable. 

With great gratitude I acknowledge the goodness of the 
Corporation to me, but being obliged to leave some of that 
money they allowed me with my family, and to lay out a 
part of it for cloth & linen and being at much greater charge 
on shipboard than I did expect, I have reason to fear that I 
shall arrive at Carolina with an empty pocket, my manner 
of lodging and living on board is much different from what I 
ever was accustomed to. and if when I come into a strange 
land I have no money to support myself, which you may 
(good Sir) easily judge how melancholy the prospect will 
appear, to a man that never experienced the like difficulty, 
to remedy which I humbly begg that I may have an order 
from the Corporation to receive of the Govrnor or who else 
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they please, the forty shillings a month which the Corporation 
generally allows their Missionaries till such time as they are 
settled in their respective cures 

Your answer to and complyance with this Proposition or 
something of the like nature by which 1 may be certain of 
something to support me when I come there in case of sick- 
ness &c. will oblige me by God's assistance to do my utmost 
to answer the end for which they send me and to subscribe 
myself their' s and 

your most humble 

grateful servant 

Sam: Thomas. [MS. Vol. 
I, No. 21.] 

[2.] 

[TO HON. JOHN HODGES.] 

Addressed .- For Ml John Hodges, merchant 
In College Hill near the Church 
London. 



Plymouth Sept: 8. 1702. 
Dear Sir, 

With great gratitude to Almighty God and to the 
Hon bl ^Society I acquaint you that yesterday 1 received your 
letter with the Bill for £25. in Carolina money. It came 
very seasonably for I am but just recovered of a very violent 
feaver which contined me to my bed & chamber for some 
days, since we came into this Harbour. I was so very weak 
that our Passengers despaired of my life. I was obliged to 
come a shoar and being a stranger to lodge in a Publick House, 
and to procure a nurse & physician which was no small 
charge to me. 1 bless God that I am now perfectly recov- 
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ered, and more than a little revived at the Goodness of your 
Corporation God Almighty reward their great charity and 
enable me to answer their expectations which by God's assis- 
tance I shall carefully endeavor. I am a humble Petitioner 
to them for their daily Prayers that Almighty God would be 
pleased to honour me with large abilities and blessed opportu- 
nities of doing Him service. I have more than a few ill 
conveniences and discouragements on shipboard the chief of 
which is an incapacity of doing or receiving good there, the 
generality of our ship's crew being such as refuse instruction 
and all means of reformation. After many importunate and 
humble persuasions I have at last obtained leave to read 
Prayers once and sometimes twice a day but I am often 
cursed and treated very ill on board. I hope God will forgive 
them (I do), our Vessel is very mean and leaks much, so 
that our Passengers fear the consequence of bad weather, 
which we must now expect, we have nothing encouraging 
but only the infinite power and providence of Almighty God. 
You may please to give my humble duty & service and 
hearty thanks to the honourable Society and assure them that 
I have a just sense of my obligations to Almighty God and to 
them and if it please God I arrive safe at Carolina will give 
them an account thereof and shall readily obey and humbly 
entreat their Councell and Prayers. 
I am, Good Sir 

Your's and the whole hon^.Society's 
Humble, grateful servant 

Sam: Thomas. 

Sir, I have here inclosed a few lines to M T _ Amy, w^ you 
may please to view, and either deliver or intercept as your 
prudence shall think most proper. Be pleased to give my 
hearty respects to your messenger. We have been in this 
Harbour 16. days expecting a convoy and a fair wind [Ibid, 
No. 25.] 
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[3.] 

[to eev. db. woodward.] 

Addressed .- To the Eev. D T _ "Woodward 
Minister of Poplar 
near London. 



Carolina 29. January 1702. 
revf Sir, 

Tour great goodness to me doth require my grate- 
ful acknowledgment and oblige me to think that these may be 
acceptable unto you, which acquaint you that blessed be God 
I arrived safely here on Christmas Day having been at sea 
12. weeks and odd days. I have wrote to my Lord of Lon- 
don and acquainted his Ldp with the reasons of my not being 
gone among the Yeamanser Indians, and to that letter 1 
humbly refer the Hon^Society for satisfaction in that point. 
I wrote also to the Eev. D T Bray desiring him to acquaint 
the Corporation that I received the money here upon M* Amy's 
bill and to begg of them to send me £10. paying it to 
M^ Hodges to whom I have given directions how to convey 
it to me and also to pay to the Rev. Mf Burkitt £20. for the 
support of my wife and family after which I most thankfully 
acknowledge that 1 have received £50. of the Hon^ Society 
one year's salary according to the proposals made when I 
received my Mission and for reasons there mentioned I have 
humbly begged that they would account from the time that I 
received my Mission of my Lord of London which was the 
3— July 1702. For a fuller account of this I also refer you 
to the D^f letter and humbly beg of you to use your interest 
in the Society, to accomplish it (What 1 have further to 
acquaint you with is God's great goodness to me in bringing 
of me safe hither in a time of such danger and hazard, and 
giving me an opportunity of exercising my Function on 



226 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

board and now that I am here it hath pleased God to incline 
Sir Nathaniel Johnson oar Governor to be very kind to me, 
he hath taken me into his house and his family is very large, 
many servants and slaves among whom I have a prospect of 
doing much good by God's assistance. The neighbourhood 
here 1 to whom I preach every Lord's day by Sir Nathaniel's 
direction, are an ignorant but well inclined people, who 
seems to want nothing to make them truly pious but the 
common assistance of God's Holy Spirit, Ministers & Ordi- 
nances Here are many Anabaptists in these parts, there 
being Preachers of that sort here, chuse rather to hear them 
than none. I hope in God I may establish many and bring 
back some. I have here a multitude of ignorant persons to 
instruct, too many profane to awaken, some few pious to 
build up, and many Negroes, Indians to begin withall. I 
humbly beg your fervent prayers to God to direct and assist 
me in all difficulties. If the Corporation would be pleased 
to send a few Bibles and Common Prayer Books to give to 
the. poor Negroes, I think it would be a most laudable 
charity. 

I take the utmost care I can in penning and delivering my 
sermons and I thank God they are very acceptable to the 
People, of which they give me daily proofs. 
God's good providence has already placed me in the most 
advantageous post for publick service that I can be in, in 
having the countenance of the Governor who is a good. man 
and in high esteem among the People. 2 My settlement upon 
this River is most earnestly and daily desired, and here is as 
absolute a necessity of a Minister as in any part of the world. 
I humbly beg therefore that by the approbation of the Cor- 
poration I may continue here.) 1 have now only to add 
Dl Sir that with great gratitude to Almighty God and thank's 
to you, I remember your great kindness in being instrumental 

1 On the branches of Cooper River. 

2 Yet the late Prof. John Fiske termed him "a precious bigot." 
{Old Virginia and Her Neighbors, Vol. II, chap, xv.) 
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to procure my Mission for which I hope myself and some few 
besides will have reason to bless God to eternity. I begg 
your Prayers and shall be extreamly glad to receive a letter 
from you to know that 1 am not forgotten by you, will be a 
comfort and encouragem^ 

to Rev? D^ 

your & the whole hon^Societys 
humble, grateful and obedient 
Missionary and Servant. 
Sam. Thomas. 

[to the society.] 

Carolina 18. January 1702. 
Honor'd S™, 

Be pleased to pay to the Rev. Mf Burkit twenty 
pounds att the humble request and for the support of the 
family of Gentlemen 

your very grateful, humble 
obedt Missionary and servant. 
Sam: Thomas. 



£20. 



83.] 



To the Hon b if Society 
for propagating the 
Gospell in Foreign Parts. [Ibid, No. 



[to eev. de. be ay.] 

Addressed .- To the Rev. D* Bray 

att his house in Chelsea. 



Carolina January 20^ 1702. 
Rev? Df, 

These acquaint you that blessed be God I arrived 
safe att Charles Town on Christmas Day having been 12 
weeks and 2. days at sea, the first six weeks 1 was ill, but 
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the last God gave me perfect health blessed be His Name, 
He still continneth my health. "We had a very long and 
chargeable voyage. The Captain was civil to me giving me 
leave to exercise my Function. I read prayers twice every 
day and preached and catechised every Lord's day. We had 
about 30. passengers which generally attended. I delivered 
your letters and Books according as they were directed. 
M^ Trott is very civil to me, into his custody T committed 
the gift which your Corporation sent to the Indians. The 
Yeamansee Indians have lately been engaged in a war with 
the Spaniards and are in so much danger of an invasion by 
the Spanish that they are not at leasure to attend to instruc- 
tion nor is it safe to venture among them. Sir Nathaniel 
Johnson is extreamly kind to me, has taken me into his 
family, and sometimes to all the neighbouring Plantations, 
the People are extreamly apt to hear and a Minister qualified 
by piety, prudence and moderation may by God's blessing do 
great service to religion in general, and to our church of 
England in particular. Sir Nathaniel hath promised to send 
for some of the chief of the Yeamansee Indians down that he 
and I may treat with them, and if Sir Nathaniel find that the 
instructing them in the principles of Christian religion be 
practicable, he will order me among them, of which I will 
give yon and the Corporation a more particular account next 
shipping. I most gratefully acknowledge the Corporation's 
kindness to me in what they have done already for, and 
promised to me. The Bill which they sent me from M. r _ Amy 
was very honorably paid me here: it cost me £12. to pay 
my passage afresh and fifty shillings to support me when sick 
on board, we having a piiiysician with us, and other absolutely 
necessary charges have taken up most of the remainder. I 
therefore humbly beg of the Society that they would pay to 
Hf Hodges ten pounds for my use to whom I have wrote 
desiring him to lay it out in such goods as will be present 
money with some advantage to me here And I desire them 
also to pay the Pev. M^ Burkit minister of Dedham £20. for 
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the support of my dear wife and family. After these sums 
are paid with all humble and hearty thanks I acknowledge 
that I have received the first fifty pounds for one year which 
they were pleased to promise to continue to me as their 
Missionary for 3. years &c: I humbly hope that they will 
allow the 3. years to commence from the 3^ day of July 
1702. which will appear most reasonable if the hon Me Society 
please to consider that the length of the voyage vastly increased 
the charge. I thank God I had opportunity of exercising 
my Function almost every Lord's Day from that time, for it 
so happened that the time we were in Harbour att Plymouth 
I officiated severall Lord's Days for a Minister at Plimstock, 
who was both sick and lame, and whose family is great, and 
circumstances in the world mean. I received nothing from 
him but his blessing and thanks. On Board I preached and 
catechised 12. Lord's Dayes and read prayers twice every 
day, but so slender a sense of religion they had, that I was 
glad that I could prevail with them to hear sermons and 
prayers tho' they costs them nothing, so I asked none nor did 
they give me one farthing. I have preached every Lord's 
day since I came on shore here but 1 expect never a penny 
for my paines. Here is a vast Tax of £10000 or more upon 
the Planters occasioned by burning of severall ships which 
otherwise the Spaniards would have taken, which loss the 
Country must make good and this renders most of the Planters 
incapable of doing anything for the encouragement of Religion 
att present. If the Corporation would be pleased to send 
over a few Common-Prayer Books to give away to young 
persons they would be sutable and acceptable presents. I 
shall add no more att present but only my earnest desires and 
to hear from you. I am Pev. Sir yours and the whole 
hon^ Society's humble, grateful and 

obedient Missionary and servant 
Saml Thomas. 
P. S. S' N. Johnson did expect to have received a letter 
from you. [Ibid, JSTo. 86.] 
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[5.] 

[TO HON. JOHN HODGES.] 

Addressed: For / 

/The hon1? le John Hodges 

Eng: Merchant on College hill 
London. 



Carolina 22. March 1702 

/A. 

Hon^ 1 Sir, 

I writ to you formerly to desire you to receive 
£10. of the hon^lSociety for me, and to send them to me in 
Goods; I now humbly renew this request to you, but desire 
that you would send me no woolen but all linnen, some blew 
and white, and some all white, such as is common for gentle- 
men's shirts, and I desire it may be sent by Captain Cole 
who I hope is arrived safe and will return to us. (as I suppose) 
about September next. I bless God 1 have my health very 
well here, and an opportunity of doing much service to this 
Infant Church, and myself; and this People find abundant 
cause to praise God and to pray for your hon^ Society. I 
hope good Sir you will pardon this trouble and grant me your 
daily Prayers and a liberty to correspond with yon by letters 
I am hon^ Sir 
Your's & the whole Societys 
humble, grateful, dilligent 
Missionary and servant 

Sam! Thomas. [Ibid, 
No. 95.] 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.] 



